Farm Credit Administration

(5) In the coownership form the con-
nective ‘‘or’” shall serve the same pur-
pose as ‘‘joint tenants with right of
survivorship.”’

[43 FR 47489, Oct. 16, 1978; 43 FR 55239, Nov.
27, 1978, as amended at 56 FR 2675, Jan. 24,
1991; 61 FR 67187, Dec. 20, 1996]

§615.5130 Procedures.

Procedures relating to issuance, pric-
ing, payment of interest, redemption,
replacement of lost or stolen bonds and
other matters shall be promulgated
under the authority of this regulation
as operating instructions to banks and
associations.

[37 FR 11434, June 7, 1972]

Subpart E—Investment
Management

§615.5131 Definitions.

For purposes of this subpart, the fol-
lowing definitions apply:

(a) Asset-backed securities (ABS) mean
investment securities that provide for
ownership of a fractional undivided in-
terest or collateral interests in specific
assets of a trust that are sold and trad-
ed in the capital markets. For the pur-
poses of this subpart, ABS exclude
mortgage securities that are defined in
§615.5131(h).

(b) Eurodollar time deposit means a
non-negotiable deposit denominated in
United States dollars and issued by an
overseas branch of a United States
bank or by a foreign bank outside the
United States.

(c) Final maturity means the last date
on which the remaining principal
amount of a security is due and pay-
able (matures) to the registered owner.
It does not mean the call date, the ex-
pected average life, the duration, or
the weighted average maturity.

(d) General obligations of a State or
political subdivision means:

(1) The full faith and credit obliga-
tions of a State, the District of Colum-
bia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
a territory or possession of the United
States, or a political subdivision there-
of that possesses general powers of tax-
ation, including property taxation; or

(2) An obligation that is uncondition-
ally guaranteed by an obligor pos-
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sessing general powers of taxation, in-
cluding property taxation.

(e) Liquid investments are assets that
can be promptly converted into cash
without significant loss to the inves-
tor. In the money market, a security is
liquid if the spread between its bid and
ask price is narrow and a reasonable
amount can be sold at those prices.

(f) Loans are defined by §621.2(f) of
this chapter and they are calculated
quarterly (as of the last day of March,
June, September, and December) by
using the average daily balance of
loans during the quarter.

(g) Market risk means the risk to the
financial condition of your institution
because the value of your holdings may
decline if interest rates or market
prices change. Exposure to market risk
is measured by assessing the effect of
changing rates and prices on either the
earnings or economic value of an indi-
vidual instrument, a portfolio, or the
entire institution.

(h) Mortgage securities means securi-
ties that are either:

(1) Pass-through securities or partici-
pation certificates that represent own-
ership of a fractional undivided inter-
est in a specified pool of residential
(excluding home equity loans), multi-
family or commercial mortgages, or

(2) A multiclass security (including
collateralized mortgage obligations
and real estate mortgage investment
conduits) that is backed by a pool of
residential, multifamily or commercial
real estate mortgages, pass-through
mortgage securities, or other
multiclass mortgage securities.

(1) Nationally Recognized Statistical
Rating Organization (NRSRO) means a
rating organization that the Securities
and Exchange Commission recognizes
as an NRSRO.

(j) Revenue bond means an obligation
of a municipal government that fi-
nances a specific project or enterprise
but it is not a full faith and credit obli-
gation. The obligor pays a portion of
the revenue generated by the project or
enterprise to the bondholders.

(k) Weighted average life (WAL) means
the average time until the investor re-
ceives the principal on a security,
weighted by the size of each principal
payment and calculated under specified
prepayment assumptions.
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(1) You means a Farm Credit bank,
association, or service corporation.

[64 FR 28895, May 28, 1999, as amended at 70
FR 51589, Aug. 31, 2005]

§615.5132 Investment purposes.

Each Farm Credit bank is allowed to
hold eligible investments, listed under
§615.5140, in an amount not to exceed 35
percent of its total outstanding loans,
to comply with the liquidity reserve re-
quirement of §615.5134, manage surplus
short-term funds, and manage interest
rate risk under §615.5135.

[70 FR 51589, Aug. 31, 2005]

§615.5133 Investment management.

(a) Responsibilities of Board of Direc-
tors. Your board must adopt written
policies for managing your investment
activities. Your board of directors
must also ensure that management
complies with these policies and that
appropriate internal controls are in
place to prevent loss. Annually, the
board of directors must review these
investment policies and make any
changes that are needed.

(b) Investment policies. Your board’s
written investment policies must ad-
dress the purposes and objectives of in-
vestments, risk tolerance, delegations
of authority, and reporting require-
ments. Investment policies must be ap-
propriate for the size, types, and risk
characteristics of your investments.

(c) Risk tolerance. Your investment
policies must establish risk limits and
diversification requirements for the
various classes of eligible investments
and for the entire investment portfolio.
These policies must ensure that you
maintain appropriate diversification of
your investment portfolio. Risk limits
must be based on your institutional ob-
jectives, capital position, and risk tol-
erance. Your policies must identify the
types and quantity of investments that
you will hold to achieve your objec-
tives and control credit, market, Ili-
quidity, and operational risks. The pol-
icy of any association or service cor-
poration that holds significant invest-
ments and each bank must establish
risk limits for the following four types
of risk.

(1) Credit risk. Investment policies
must establish:
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(i) Credit quality standards, limits on
counterparty risk, and risk diversifica-
tion standards that limit concentra-
tions based on a single or related
counterparty(ies), a geographical area,
industries or obligations with similar
characteristics.

(ii) Criteria for selecting brokers,
dealers, and investment bankers (col-
lectively, securities firms). You must
buy and sell eligible investments with
more than one securities firm. As part
of your annual review of your invest-
ment policies, your board of directors
must review the criteria for selecting
securities firms and determine whether
to continue your existing relationships
with them.

(iii) Collateral margin requirements
on repurchase agreements.

(2) Market risk. Investment policies
must set market risk limits for specific
types of investments, the investment
portfolio, or your institution. Your
board of directors must establish mar-
ket risk limits in accordance with
these regulations and our other poli-
cies.

(3) Liquidity risk. Investment policies
must describe the liquidity character-
istics of eligible investments that you
will hold to meet your liquidity needs
and institutional objectives.

(4) Operational risk. Investment poli-
cies must address operational risks, in-
cluding delegations of authority and
internal controls in accordance with
paragraphs (d) and (e) of this section.

(d) Delegation of authority. All delega-
tions of authority to specified per-
sonnel or committees must state the
extent of management’s authority and
responsibilities for investments.

(e) Internal controls. You must:

(1) Establish appropriate internal
controls to detect and prevent loss,
fraud, embezzlement, conflicts of inter-
est, and unauthorized investments.

(2) Establish and maintain a separa-
tion of duties and supervision between
personnel who execute investment
transactions and personnel who ap-
prove, revaluate, and oversee invest-
ments.

(3) Maintain management informa-
tion systems that are appropriate for
the level and complexity of your in-
vestment activities.
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